
REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, AUGUST 16, 2004 
 
Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Russell Jackson, 
Chad Lucas 
 
Absent:  Council Members Kim Ervans and Paul Frechette 
 
Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief 
Rodger William, Patrol Officer Kenneth Walters, and Attorney Edward Crawford 
 
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY 
OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 2, 2004. 
 
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Ervans, Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE TREASURERS 
REPORT FOR JULY AND THE POLICE REPORT FOR JULY. 
 
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Ervans, Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
  

Dick and Carolyn Rice were present on behalf of Trinity Episcopal Church.  Mr. Rice submitted a 
request on behalf of the church asking that the City pay for half of the cost to seal the parking lot.  
Manager Gascoigne noted that the river walk abuts the church parking lot and the church allows 
the City to use their parking lot for the Farmers Market. 

 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO PAY FOR HALF OF THE COST TO 
SEAL THE PARKING LOT AT TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 102 E. HOUGHTON AVE. 
 
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Ervans, Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ALLOW FANTASY PARK TO BE HELD 
IN IRONS PARK ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2004. 
 
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Ervans, Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 



Manager Gascoigne stated that Officer Walters is interested in putting together a K-9 team.  
Council Members received a copy of a report that Officer Walters put together explaining the 
program.  Officer Walters addressed the Council and asked for their support.  Council Member 
Lucas asked what would happen if the dog was needed on Officer Walters’ day off.  Officer 
Walters stated he is aware that this could happen and he would be ready to help.  Manager 
Gascoigne noted that the City would need to work on cost reimbursement if another agency would 
need this service.  Council Member Clark noted that on a missing person there would be no 
question on whether the K-9 team should respond but recognizes that building searches may need 
to be handled differently.  Council Member Lucas asked whether additional insurance is needed 
for this program.  Officer Walters stated that there would be no additional liability, however, there 
is a small cost for life insurance on the dog.  Council Member Lucas asked if any changes would 
need to be made on the vehicles to accommodate the dog.  Chief Williams stated that the Tahoe is 
already set up to handle the transportation.  Council Member Clark asked what strain this would 
put on the department while Officer Walters is gone for training.  Chief Williams stated that it 
should not be a big problem.  Officer Walters stated that the first month would be the hardest 
because he would need to be gone four days a week and after that it is just two days a week.  

 
MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO SUPPORT THE K-9 PROGRAM AS 
PRESENTED AND DIRECTED THE CITY MANAGER TO WORK WITH THE POLICE CHIEF 
WILLIAMS AND OFFICER WALTERS TO PUT TOGETHER A WORKING K-9 PROGRAM. 
 
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Ervans, Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $130,988.75. 
 
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Ervans, Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Council reviewed the 7th banner application and discussed changing the number of banners from 6 
to 8 per year.  Council felt that they should increase the number of banners per year to eight. 

 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE BANNER 
APPLICATION FROM THE WEST BRANCH CARING PREGNANCY CENTER FROM 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2004 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 25, 2004. 
 
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Ervans, Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Manager Gascoigne reported that now is an opportune time to inspect the inside of the “Smiley” 
water tower.  He stated that it needs to be drained for the painting and it has been seven years 
since it was last inspected.  He informed the Council that he received a quote from Dixon 
Engineering to perform the inspection in the amount of $1,700. 

 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY CLARK, TO HIRE DIXON ENGINEERING TO INSPECT 
THE “SMILEY” WATER TOWER AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $1,700. 



Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Ervans, Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Jeff Keister was present and reported on the STING program. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO SCHEDULE THE FIRST MEETING IN 
SEPTEMBER FOR TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2004. 
 
Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Jackson, Lucas, Thompson 
 
No – None   Absent – Ervans, Frechette   Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO ADJOURN AT 7:25 P.M. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Todd Thompson, Mayor 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Jane Tennant, Clerk 
 
Approved:  September 7, 2004 


