REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JULY 2, 2007

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members Gregory Clark, William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, and Russell Jackson

Absent:  Council Member Chad Lucas

Other officers present:  City Manager William Gascoigne, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Manager Gascoigne stated that Sandy Rabidue, owner of Office Central, is requesting that N. Fourth St. be closed on July 13, 2007 from 9 p.m. –midnight so she can hold a Harry Potter party.  He noted that she did this several years ago and it was very successful.  

MOTION BY JACKSON, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO CLOSE N. FOURTH ST. ON JULY 13, 2007 FROM 9 P.M. – MIDNIGHT WITH THE STIPULATION THAT THE AREA BLOCKED OFF CAN ONLY BE USED FOR THOSE ATTENDING THE HARRY POTTER PARTY SPONSORED BY OFFICE CENTRAL.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY JACKSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE LAST REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 18, 2007.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Frechette congratulated the Fireworks Committee for raising enough money to hold the fireworks this year.

Council Member Ervans voiced his displeasure with the beverage tent and feels it does not give our City a good image.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $50,064.45.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY CLARK, TO APPROVE THE PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS APPLICATION FROM VIVIAN KRALKA FOR THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 103 TO SELL BALLOONS AND SMALL FLAGS ON THE CITY STREETS DURING THE FOURTH OF JULY PARADE.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY CLARK, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO APPROVE MDOT CONTRACT NO. 2007-0621 AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR TODD THOMPSON TO SIGN SAID DOCUMENTS.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AT 7:18 P.M. UNDER MCLA 15.268 SECTION 8 (C) FOR STRATEGY AND NEGOATIATION SESSIONS CONNECTED WITH THE NEGOTIATION OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT WHEN EITHER NEGOTIATING PARTY REQUESTS A CLOSED HEARING.

Yes  - Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY FRECHETTE, TO RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AT 8:14 P.M.

Yes – Clark, Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Jackson, Thompson

No – None



Absent – Lucas



Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY CLARK TO ADJOURN AT 8:15 P.M.

____________________________________________

Todd Thompson, Mayor

____________________________________________

Jane Tennant, Clerk

Approved:  July 16, 2007

