REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 N FOURTH ST, MONDAY FEBRUARY 7, 2011

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Paul Frechette, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger (arrived at 6:10 p.m.), and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  None

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE MDOT CONTRACT #10-5792 ON S VALLEY ST AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND MANAGER TO SIGN SAID CONTRACT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JANUARY 24, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE DDA MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 23, 2010, EMS AUTHORITY MEETING HELD DECEMBER 16, 2010, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JANUARY 11, 2011, WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD JANUARY 24, 2011, THE ANNUAL POLICE REPORT AND THE JANUARY POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Schaiberger

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Laurie Ames, Catholic Human Services, Inc., addressed the Council on a new program called Be The Solution, preventing misuse of prescription drugs.  She wanted to get the following three points across:  1) Lock up medications; 2) Do not share medications with anyone; and 3) Properly dispose of medications.  

Council Member Schaiberger arrived at 6:10 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Chris Galea, owner of G’s Pizzeria at 200 W. Houghton Ave., asked that Council designate two parking spaces on S. Second St. as 10 minute parking.  He stated that it is difficult for people to pick up and/or drop off people for his establishment and the theatre.  He stated that he feels this would allow for a better flow of traffic in this area.  Manager Youatt stated that the owner of the theatre, Bob Baehr, was not able to be at the meeting tonight but through a phone message was in agreement with Mr. Galea.

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO DESIGNATE THE FIRST TWO PARKING SPACES ON SOUTH SECOND STREET OFF OF HOUGHTON AVENUE ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE STREET AS “10 MINUTE PARKING”.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPOINT MICHAEL JACKSON TO THE EDC.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Ervans noted that over the past several years the City has used one engineering firm for all of its projects.  He asked how this worked and wondered if we could not use local engineers to do this work.  Manager Youatt stated he would see how long Council approved the current engineering firm to serve as our main consultant.

Council Member Ervans commended the Police Department for a job well done after loosing an officer.

Council Member Showalter stated he has received good comments overall on the ice skating rink; however, the condition has deteriorated recently.  Mayor Thompson stated that the City might need to look at getting someone to help us with the skating rink when we get large snowfalls and the DPW is out clearing the streets.

Council Member Showalter stated that he would be attending the Elected Officials Academy in Frankenmuth.

Council Member Showalter reported that the Recreation Board has funding for seven disk gold holes.  He stated that there is a grant pending through NCMCF for this project.

Manager Youatt reported that he had attended the City Manager’s Conference last week and items of concern include reduction in the Statutory Tax revenue, proposed bill on eliminating Personal Property Tax, and health care reform obligations.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $91,527.66.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FROM THE ERNIE THOMPSON EAA CHAPTER 1253 FOR JUNE 13, 2011 THROUGH JUNE 17, 2011.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION 11-02


WHEREAS, the DDA reviews their revenues and expenditures on a monthly basis, and

WHEREAS, during this review it was determined that Fund 248 – DDA Operating Fund would exceed its budget; and

WHEREAS, the excess in expenditures is due to the purchase of new Christmas lights for the downtown, placing timers on the Christmas lights in the downtown, fees related to development of the TIF plan, and sweeping the sidewalks in the downtown; and

WHEREAS, the DDA will recognize TIF collections which will offset some of the additional expenditures; and

WHEREAS, the DDA will is recommending that the overage in expenditures be funded using a portion of the carry over, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council hereby amends the budget in Fund 248 – DDA Operating Fund as follows:








Budgeted

Amended

Fund 248 – DDA Operating Fund


Carry Over




$78,307

$65,507

Revenue:


400.400 TIF Collection


         0


   5,300


TOTAL REVENUE



$10,000

$15,300

Expenditures:


938.700 General Improvements

    2,000

    6,400


940.700 Gen. Maintenance/Repairs

    1,200
                5,800


941.700 Equipment Rental


       500
                2,100


946.700 Expenses



       100

       550


TOTAL EXPENDITURES


$18,000

$28,100






Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE #11-02

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE V OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH CODE OF ORDINANCE TO CHANGE §51.092 RATES CHARGED TO USER AND §52.35 (E) – CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  The City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to change §52.35(E) – CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE to read as follows:

(E) Any loss of water due to leakage, damage or other circumstances, which causes higher than normal consumption, may be appealed to the West Branch City Council.   
SECTION 2:  The City of West Branch, Michigan Code of Ordinance is hereby amended to add (C) to §51.092 – RATES CHARGED TO USER to read as follows:


(C) Any loss of water due to leakage, damage or other circumstances, which causes higher than normal consumption, may be appealed to the West Branch City Council.

SECTION 3:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4:  Repealer

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 5:  Effective Date

This Ordinance shall become effective 15 days after its adoption.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #11-01 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE ADOPTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF AUTHORIZING AND REGULATING THE OPERATION OF OFF ROAD VEHICLES (ORV’S) ON ROADS AND STREETS IN THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH, MICHIGAN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF, AND FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC FUNDS RESULTING FROM THOSE PENALTIES PURSUANT TO 2009 PA 175, 324.81131.

Yes – Ehinger, Frechette, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – Ervans

Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Jim Howard suggested having a contest on when the snow piles will be gone at the dumpsite on E. Ripley St.

Chief Williams stated that he has hired a new part-time officer, Joe Lacey.

Laurie Ames requested that Council send a letter to the editor regarding Be The Solution program.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY FRECHETTE, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO ADJOURN AT 6:40 P.M.

