REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY, JULY 19, 2010

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Paul Frechette

Other officers present:  City Manager Thomas Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, and Police Chief Rodger Williams

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Manager Youatt stated that he has hired Dennis Jameson as DPW Superintendent effective July 20, 2010 with a starting wage of $21.00 per hour.  Council Member Ervans asked if someone would be hired part-time as a laborer.  Manager Youatt stated he has placed an ad in the paper.  Council voiced no objections to this appointment.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 6, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD JUNE 22, 2010, WWTP AUTHORITY MEETING HELD JUNE 24, 2010, EMS AUTHORITY MEETING HELD JUNE 24, 2010, AND THE STREET & ADDRESS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JULY 13, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reported that the West Branch Children’s Film Festival was a success.

Council Member Ervans asked what was happening in the alley to the south of the N. Second St. parking lot.  Manager Youatt stated that they are getting a cost on spot repairs to the alley.

Council Member Lucas reported on the EMS Authority union negotiations and vehicle replacement.  He stated he would like to see a route for ATVs to enter and leave the City limits.  Manager Youatt stated he would work with the DPW and the Police Department on this project.  Council Member Lucas thanked Manager Youatt for addressing the political sign problems.

Council Member Ehinger asked if the storms affected the wastewater treatment plant.  Manager Youatt reported that there are still some highs when storms come through but not to the extent we were seeing.  Council Member Ervans noted that one day the river was high and there was an offensive odor.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $88,836.26.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE #10-07

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 6.5 “TABLE OF SIGNS PERMITTED” OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ZONING ORDINANCE

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  Section 6.5 “table of Signs Permitted” of the City of West Branch Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to allow the maximum size of freestanding signs and wall signs in the CBD Central Business District not to exceed 24 square feet.

SECTION 2:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3:  Repealer

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #10-14


WHEREAS, the City of West Branch has filed a Notice of Intent for the West Branch CDBG-R Project, and


WHEREAS, preparation for this project will include environmental review,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Tom Youatt, City Manager, is hereby appointed the certifying officer for environmental review for the West Branch CDBG-R Project.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO DENY THE MERS BENEFIT E FOR RETIREES.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #10-06 ENTITLED, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 6.5 ‘TABLE OF SIGNS PERMITTED’ OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ZONING ORDINANCE”.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Christie Blackford, Chamber Director, encouraged everyone to “Share Your Michigan Moment”.  She also reminded Council of the Michigan Motor Home Rally and the Gold Wings Rally which are coming up.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADJOURN AT 6:43 P.M.
