REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, TUESDAY, JULY 6, 2010

Mayor Todd Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Todd Thompson, Council Members William Ehinger, Kim Ervans, Chad Lucas, Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter

Absent:  Council Member Paul Frechette

Other officers present:  City Manager Tom Youatt, Clerk/Treasurer Jane Tennant, Police Chief Rodger Williams, and Attorney Michael Juarez

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council reviewed the proposal for design and construction phase engineering services for the 2010 infrastructure (CDBG-R) project from C2ae.  Mayor Thompson voiced concern on who would benefit from the streets selected in this project.  Discussion was held on the positive impact this project would have on the community.  Council Member Lucas stated that if N. Fifth St. is not going to be done we would need to look at doing some patchwork on this street.  John May, May & Associates, let Council know that he would like the opportunity to provide engineering services for the City.  Council Members Ervans and Schaiberger asked how Mr. May could have such an opportunity.  They asked that local companies be notified when we are looking at a project so they have the opportunity to provide a quote and/or qualifications on the project.

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE PROPOSAL FOR DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION PHASE ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR 2010 INFRASTRUCTURE (CDBG-R) PROJECT FROM C2AE AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $148,900 CONTINGENT UPON APPROVAL OF THE CDBG GRANT AND AUTHORIZING MANAGER YOUATT TO SIGN THE AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 21, 2010 AND THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD JUNE 30, 2010.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD MAY 25, 2010 AND THE JUNE POLICE REPORT.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Phyllis Lehman gave a presentation on a Children’s Museum.  She showed the concept that Pendleton, OR had used.  She stated she would like to see a museum in our area and thought the old Mill End building would be a good location.  Ms. Lehman thought there would be grants available to help get this started but she did not know where to begin.  Council suggested that she set up a committee and talk with someone from the Ogemaw County Genealogical and Historical Society, Kathy Adair the EDC Director, Marsha Boyd at the West Branch District Library, and people from the communities that have this type of museum.  Council Member Schaiberger thought this was a good concept.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Mayor Thompson voiced his disappointment that no one from Charter Communications has taken the time to address the Council about changes occurring in the channel line-up.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Showalter reminded everyone that the West Branch Children’s Film Festival begins this week.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council Member Lucas stated that the EMS has a millage renewal on the ballot in August and he reported that EMS union negotiations are underway.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY ERVANS, ADOPT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION #10-14


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Branch City Council will hold its regular meetings on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO APPROVE THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $35,613.20.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY THOMPSON, SECOND BY ERVANS, TO INTRODUCE THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

ORDINANCE #10-06

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 6.5 “TABLE OF SIGNS PERMITTED” OF THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ZONING ORDINANCE

THE CITY OF WEST BRANCH ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  Section 6.5 “Table of Signs Permitted” of the City of West Branch Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to allow the maximum square feet of temporary signs not to exceed 32 in the R-1 Single Family Residential District, the RM Multiple Family Residential District, the CBD Central Business District, and the GB General Business District.

SECTION 2:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, said portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3:  Repealer

All former ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the recommendation from the West Branch Planning Commission to hire Crescent Consulting in the amount of $1,550 to help prepare a blight ordinance.  Attorney Juarez stated that this would be in the realm of his company’s legal services and would be covered by the retainer.  It was the consensus of the Council to have Attorney Juarez work on this project.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO APPROVE THE BANNER APPLICATION FOR THE OGEMAW HILLS BIKE WEEK FOR JULY 7 – JULY 19. 

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter, Thompson

No – None


Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Council reviewed the bids on the 2010 alley paving and patchwork as follows:

Hodgins Asphalt Paving Inc.



$32,317.00

Reith-Riley Construction Co., Inc.


$36,880.00

Pyramid Paving Company



$35,352.00

Mid-Michigan Asphalt Paving


$27,859.20

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER, TO AWARD THE BID ON THE 2010 ALLEY PAVING AND PATCHWORK TO MID-MICHIGAN ASPHALT PAVING AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $27,859.20.

Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter

No – Thompson

Absent – Frechette


Motion carried

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MOTION BY EHINGER, SECOND BY THOMPSON, TO ADJOURN AT 8:12 P.M.

